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Topic:  “Involving minority and low-income 
community members in environmental programs, 
policies and activities.” 



https:/ / www.facebook.com/ photo/ ?fbid=430039233007421&s
et=a.170104539000893

The Ohio River Basin Alliance (ORBA) is collaborating with National 
Wildlife Federation, Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission 
(ORSANCO), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Great Lakes and Ohio 
River Division, and other local, state, and regional partners throughout 
the Ohio River Basin to craft a bold plan to restore and protect the 
waters of the Ohio River region, which includes Alabama, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. 
ORBA’s restoration plan seeks to address health-threatening pollution, 
reverse environmental injustices, and promote strong local economies.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=430039233007421&set=a.170104539000893
https://www.facebook.com/NationalWildlife?__tn__=-%5DK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ORSANCO?__tn__=-%5DK*F
https://www.facebook.com/USACELRD?__tn__=-%5DK*F


Environmental jus tice is  important becaus e it:

● Ens ures  everyone has  clean air and water.

● Allows  people to live healthier lives .

● Protects  individuals  from harmful expos ure to toxins  and 

pollution.

● Helps  congres s  es tablis h legis la tion improving s anita tion 

conditions  and acces s  to res ources .

● Ens ures  that nobody gets  left behind when addres s ing the 

climate cris is .

● Protects  people from being made victims  of the plans  and 

ambitions  of others .

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b52b49b7ee510eb3JmltdHM9MTcxMDIwMTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNjQyNDg5Mi1kMzg5LTY5NjEtMmM3MS01Y2E0ZDI4ZTY4NzkmaW5zaWQ9NTg3Ng&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=16424892-d389-6961-2c71-5ca4d28e6879&psq=why+environmental+justice+is+important&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9nZW52Lm9yZy9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLWp1c3RpY2Uv&ntb=1


Knowledge

Understanding



In order to enhance the quality of life and overcome the 
historical environmental and health-related challenges faced 

by low-income and underserved communities primarily 
consisting of African Americans and people of color, it  is 

imperative that individuals possess knowledge and 
understanding. These challenges, which have been 

perpetuated by generations of family poverty and difficult 
choices surrounding employment, housing, food, and 

transportation, have contributed to social justice issues that 
must be addressed. The ability to surmount these challenges 
is crucial for success both on a national scale and within local 

communities. 



According to the EPA
https:/ / www.epa.gov/ environmentaljustice

"Meaningful involvement” means that the public 
should have opportunities to participate in 
decisions that could affect their environment and 
their health, their contributions should be taken 
into account by regulatory agencies, and decision-
makers should seek and facilitate the engagement 
of those potentially affected by their decisions.

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice


https.gov/ ejscreen/ purposes-and-uses-
ejscreen:/ / www.epa

Let’s explore examples
ejscreen - EPA

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen/purposes-and-uses-ejscreen
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/


EJScre e n Environm e nta l a nd  Soc ioe conom ic  
Ind ica tors  Da ta

Smart Growth and Equitable Development | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-and-equitable-development


EJScre e n Environm e nta l a nd  Soc ioe conom ic  
Ind ica tors  Da ta



Smart Growth and Equitable Development

Smart growth approaches support:

● Cleaning up and reinvesting in existing neighborhoods.
● Providing housing choices for people of all income levels, household sizes, 

and stages of life.
● Offering transportation options that are affordable, reduce air pollution and 

associated health impacts, and give residents who do not drive more mobility.
● Improving access to jobs and services by creating development that is 

walkable and transit-accessible.

Low-income, minority, tribal, and overburdened communities across the country are 
using these strategies, along with environmental justice and equitable development 
approaches, to design and build healthy, sustainable, and inclusive neighborhoods.

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/about-smart-growth


Intense HUMAN INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIRS needed!

Fact Sheet | Nature as Resilient Infrastructure – An Overview of Nature-Based Solutions 
| White Papers | EESI

“Although infrastructure is often thought of as manmade 
structures and buildings, it can also include natural systems, 
such as wetlands, and systems that emulate nature, such as 

green roofs. As policymakers fund improvements to the 
nation’s infrastructure, natural systems and solutions, 
referred to as nature-based solutions, should also be 

considered critical infrastructure.”

https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-nature-as-resilient-infrastructure-an-overview-of-nature-based-solutions


S.872 - Environmental Justice For All Act 117th Congress 
(2021-2022)

S.872 - Environmental Justice For All Act
117th Congress (2021-2022)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/872
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