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Research Goals
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Methodology & Limitations
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Intro to RJ CCs
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Intro to RJ CCs
FIGUREY

NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN AN RJCC BY OUTCOME
FROM 2017 - SEPTEMBER 2023

00 R B GRADUATED (177)
I FAILED (60)
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FIGURE 9:
This scatter plot represents the number of days 237 Restorative Justice Community Court participants who have “graduated” (177)
and who “failed” (60) between 2017 and September 6, 2023, spent in the program. The chart excludes pending cases.




RJCC PARTICIPANTS BY AGE

FROM 2017 - SEPTEMBER 2023
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FIGURE 3:
This bar graph represents the breakdown of ages of all RUCC participants for which
we have data (581 total) between 2017 and September 6, 2023.




PARTICIPANTS RACES AND GENDERS
FROM 2017-SEPTEMBER 2023

472
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B BLACK, MALE - 72.46%
B BLACK, FEMALE - 9.96%
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B WHITE, MALE - 1.06%

FIGURE 2:

This pie chart represents the breakdown of races and genders of all Restorative Justice
Community Court participants for which we have race and gender data (472 total) from June
2017 through September 6, 2023.




CHARGE CATEGORIES FOR RJCC
PARTICIPANTS FROM 2021-2023
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FIGURE 6:

This chart shows the breakdown of charges for 443 Restorative Justice Community Court
participants from 2021 to September 6, 2023.




PARTICIPANTS WHO “GRADUATED"
OR “FAILED"” FROM 2017-2019

117
PARTICIPANTS

 GRADUATED - 80.3%
B FAILED-19.7%

FIGURE7:

This chart uses data from the Office of the Chief Judge that shows that of the total
117 people who were admitted to the program between 2017 and 2019 with diversion results
listed, 94 people (80.3%) successfully completed the program and 23 people (19.7%) failed.
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PARTICIPANTS WHO “GRADUATED"
OR “FAILED"” FROM 2020-2022

100
PARTICIPANTS

> GRADUATED - 94%
B FAILED-6%

FIGURE 8:

This chart uses data from the Office of the Chief Judge. A total of 218 individuals were
admitted to RJCC programming between 2020 and 2022; as of March 31, 2023, 118 cases were
still pending. Of the 100 people who had completed their time in the program as of March 31,
2023, 94 people (94%) had their charges dropped or dismissed and six (6%) had been found
quilty. The chart excludes pending cases.




ONE YEAR RECIDIVISM RATES:

RJCCVS. MATCHED CONTROL

I NO RECIDIVISM EVENT

I RECIDIVISM EVENT

FIGURE 10:

This stacked row chart compares the one-year recidivism rates of all participants admitted

to pragramming between 2020 and 2022 (135 people) to a matched control group (135) who
have been in the community for at least one year after release. This data was provided by
the Office of the Chief Judge of the Cook County Circuit Court and can be found an
Appendix of this report.
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Philosophical Tensions

“There are three elements of
[RJCC]. There’s the restorative
Justice element of it, the
community element of it, and t

court element of it. All three of
those are constantly in confiict.
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Themes

“When the rubber has to meet the
road, it is the State's Attorney who

can say, Tm sending this back to

Street for regular court. You're out

of here.”
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“Voluntary” Nature of Program
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Harm, Crime, and Safety

“‘Now [ mostly stay in the house. 1
don't go nowhere besides

work... Ain't nothin outside but
trouble so ljust stay in the house.”

-Particpant

The judge asked what the participant felt the
pros and cons of gun ownership were. . It felt
like the judge kept asking for more cons and
wasn' totally satistied with the answers. ” -
Court-watcher
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Addressing Macro Issues at the Micro/Mezzo
Level

Macro / Public Policy

Micro /
Interpersy
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Reducmg Harm

“They motivated me to get
a business together, they
motivated me...to plan my
next five years, you know

what | mean? And those
were very positive
attributes, they reached out
to me in that way”
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Short Term Recommendations
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Long Term Recommendations
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